May/Mai 2016
What a treat it is to be writing this greeting on a sunny Sunday in May!
As with many others, I returned from the OGGA in Ottawa exhilarated by the wealth of
entertainment from Côrdydd and the Three Welsh Tenors, the Cymanfaoedd Canu and
the Gold award luncheon. What an amazing weekend! Everyone who was able to be
there was very happy from comments I heard and the smiles I saw. Many thanks to all
who worked so tirelessly on the arrangements.
The same weekend was a success here at Dewi Sant with a benefit concert arranged by
the TWMVC. They were graced with the presence of Bryn Terfel who sang for the lucky
attendees. Such a treat for all!
As we approach the end of the Easter Season, we see new life all around our gardens and
trees. This coming Sunday is Mother’s Day or Christian Family Sunday. It is always a nice
celebration, allowing children to do something special for their parents and
grandparents.
Pentecost is celebrated this year on Sunday May 15th. It reminds us of the Spirit of God
coming down on people of all nations. Normally we would celebrate the Welsh
Message of Peace in May but it is being postponed to the Sunday School Graduation on
June 12th. Please plan to be here to honour our young people as the graduate from
another year of learning under Pam Evans and her assistants.
The Victoria Day Weekend will be from May 20-23 and should offer time to plant your
gardens and put pretty flowers in the pots on your balconies. Wherever you are I hope
it will be a leisurely long weekend. The last weekend in May is a Special Music Sunday
featuring a group performing Celtic music. It should be excellent!
As we move towards the onset of Summer, I wish you all good health and enjoyment of
our lovely season.
Bendithion / Blessings
Parch./Rev Anne
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
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A poem for spring suggested by Nêst Pritchard who knew the poet Cynan and went to school
with his daughter in Menai Bridge.
EIRLYSIAU

SNOWDROPS

Ni chlywais lais un utgorn
Uwch bedd y gaeaf du,
Na swn fel neb yn treiglo
Beddfeini, wrth ddrws fy nhy.
Mi gysgwn mor ddidaro
A Pheilat wedi’r brad;
Ond grym yr atgyfodiad
A gerddai hyd y wlad.

I heard no trumpets sounding
Through winter’s sombre tomb,
Nor noise of angels rolling
Grim headstones; in my room
I slept as deeply unconcerned
As Pilate, when there died,
After his base betrayal,
The One they crucified:
But Spring’s gay resurrection
Stirred all the country-side.

Oblegid pan deffroais
Ac agor heddiw’r drws
Fel ganwaith yn fy hiraeth,
Wele’r eirlysiau tlws
“Oll yn eu gynnau gwynion
Ac ar eu newydd wedd
Yn debyg idd eu Harglwydd
Yn dod i’r lan o’r bedd”.

For when I woke at daybreak
And looked towards the moor,
Behold a thousand snowdrops
Were crowding at my door…..
“All in their gleaming rainment,
White as the crested wave,
And glorious like their Master
New - risen from the grave”.

Cynan

Translation by A. G. Prys-Jones
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

DEWI SANT CHURCH NEWS
DEWI SANT TORONTO WELSH CHURCH SERVICES/
GWASANAETHAU CYMRAEG YN EGLWYS DEWI SANT
As Dewi Sant Church in Toronto was started in 1907 by individuals who wanted to maintain their
tradition of worshiping God in the Welsh language, the language has been an important part of
our heritage as a congregation. Although the numbers who attend the Welsh language services
have been declining over the last few years, this is what makes our church unique. Using
modern audio- visual equipment, and electronic communications we have been able to keep up
the custom of holding regular services in the Welsh language. At present the services are held
on the first Sunday of the month, in the evening {with some exceptions}. For those who are not
fluent in the Welsh language there is a translation of the sermon available. The focus of a
traditional Welsh chapel service has been the sermon - y bregeth – and we have been fortunate
to ‘import’ this element for our services in Toronto. We have heard, via new technology with help
from Peter Lloyd-Jones, from a number of excellent preachers, including the Rev’s Deian
Evans, Milton Jenkins, Eirian Lewis, Gareth Mathias; John Roberts (of BBC fame). As well we
have been fortunate to hear ‘in the flesh’ from our past ministers, Rev. Elwyn Hughes, and Rev.
Dr. Cerwyn Davies. This year the special St. David’s Day service included a solo by Steffan
Jones (conductor of the afternoon Ontario Gymanfa, and who is Rev. Milton Jenkins’ grandson)
- singing Lewis Valentine’s “Gweddi dros”. No Welsh service would be complete without music –
and we have been blessed by the contributions of Merched Dewi. The time and talents of Betty
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Cullingworth and the group, with Matthew Coons accompanying, are much appreciated. Other
members have also been generous with their time, volunteering to assist with the various
aspects of the worship service, including the all-important post - service refreshments. We have
other inspiring sermons in store for you - so do join us for the monthly Welsh language service;
see the weekly e-blast or call the office (416 485-7583) for details.
CROESO CYNNES I’R GWASANAETH AR Y SUL CYNTAF O’R MIS AM 7 O’R GLOCH.
Nêst Pritchard

NONAGENARIAN SERIES CONTINUES: GRETL AND VINCENT DAVIES
In this edition of Y Gadwyn, we are delighted to feature a nonagenarian couple, Margarethe
(Gretl) and Vincent Davies. Gretl, born in 1925, and Vincent in 1923 will next year be
celebrating their 70th wedding anniversary. What a prodigious milestone!! Vincent was born in
the village of Pontllanfraith, Monmouthshire where his family owned the Star Bakery. After
completing his schooling, he went into apprenticeship and eventually became a registered
mechanic. Vincent joined the British Army at the age of 19 (during World War II), and served in
North Africa, Italy and finally Austria (where he met Gretl in 1945).
Gretl was born in Graz, Austria. She attended school there and then went on to commercial
college. She found employment in an office but after the war, times were very difficult indeed.
The invasion of the Russian forces at the end of the war meant fleeing Graz and moving to west
Austria (Gretl made the trip on her bike…..300 miles while her family went by horse and cart).
Once the British had secured the city, order was restored and families were able to return to
their homes. Luckily, Gretl was able to get a job in the Dodge truck plant grinding valves. Fate
would have it that Vincent was in charge of that particular area in the plant and the rest is
history. Although there could be no communication between them outside the compound,
Vincent made his way back to Wales in 1946 and in the next year, Gretl joined him and they
were married in 1947.
The next ten years were spent in Wales first in Pontllanfraith and then in Barry where the family
had opened another bakery. All three children (2 boys and a girl) were born during this time.
Vincent’s sister with her family emigrated to Canada in 1956 and one year later, persuaded
Vincent and Gretl to come with their family to start a new life here. They settled in Port Hope
and they remained there for 16 years until moving into Toronto. Two of the children were
attending the University of Toronto. In fact, one of their sons obtained his PhD in Mechanical
Engineering there obviously having similar interests as his dad. Sadly they lost their other son to
cancer in 2012. Over the years, the family has grown to include 8 grandchildren and 4 greatgrandchildren. Vincent learned of Dewi Sant through Harold Woodey whom he knew through
the legion. At first, he attended the church on his own enjoying being involved in a Welsh
community. Gradually Gretl joined him in the congregation and now they attend the services on
a regular basis.
Over the years, Vincent regularly studied at night school in areas that were of interest to him
vocationally. Gretl meanwhile played a mean game of tennis (even being her club champion)
and 20 years ago took up oil painting. You may have seen some of her paintings at the Dewi
Sant auctions. Their life together has been a full and gratifying one.
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How fortunate are we as a congregation to have members like Gretl and Vincent sharing in our
church fellowship into their very senior years. We hope to see them in attendance for many
years to come and look forward to celebrating with them their special milestone anniversary
next year in 2017!!
Betty Cullingworth…P.S. Don’t forget to alert me when you reach the magic milestone of ’90
years’. I would love to share your story with Y Gadwyn readers.

IN MEMORIAM
Mary Davies of Borth y Gest, north Wales, passed away March 2016 at the age of 82. She
visited Dewi Sant many times while on holidays in Canada with her June and Tom Edwards of
Whitby, as Mary Davies was June’s sister. Mary really enjoyed the services and warm Welsh
welcome she received there. Mary Davies (nee Bennett) -- was one of twins -- twin brother Mike
Bennett passed recently also. She leaves June Edwards as the last remaining of nine siblings,
five of whom were born in Barmouth. Mary was a Welsh speaker and had worked as the district
nurse midwife in Gwynedd, many years prior to her retirement in the mid-1990s.
Rachel Edwards (daughter of June and Tom)
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

WELSH COMMUNITY NEWS
WHY HISTORY MATTERS
On April 5, Margaret MacMillan spoke at Bloor Street United Church as a fundraising event for
the Grandmothers to Grandmothers Campaign, an initiative of the Stephen Lewis Foundation
(for more information on this see www.grandmotherscampaign.org). Many of you will be familiar
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with MacMillan’s books such as Paris 1919: the Treaty of Versailles and History’s People. She is
a Canadian historian and professor at the University of Oxford, where she is Warden of St Antony's
College. She is former provost of Trinity College and professor of history at the University of
Toronto and previously at Ryerson University. Most of you will also know that she is the greatgranddaughter of former British Prime Minister David Lloyd George who was Welsh. A few
representatives from Dewi Sant, being both Welsh and history buffs, attended the event. This is an
interesting quote from one of her books and good for discussion in this church community
newspaper:
“In a secular world, which is what most of us in Europe and North America live in, history takes
on the role of showing us good and evil, virtues and vices. Religion no longer plays as important
a part as it once did in setting moral standards and transmitting values. . . .History with a capital
H is being called in to fill the void. It restores a sense not necessarily of a divine being but of
something above and beyond human beings. It is our authority: it can vindicate us and judge us,
and damn those who oppose us.”
Margaret MacMillan, The Uses and Abuses of History
One of the Dewi Sant group, Olwen Dunets, spoke with Margaret after the lecture, to tell her
that as a baby (around 1920) she sat on Margaret’s great-grandmother’s knee. This happened
when Margaret (Owen) Lloyd George came with her farm manager from their home in
Llanystumdwy to the farm Olwen’s father was managing in Llangwnnadl (all in the Llyn
Peninsula) in order to buy a bull. While the manager and Olwen’s father were out looking at the
animal, her mother and Margaret Owen had tea, with Olwen bouncing on her knee. Nest
Pritchard also spoke with Margaret and introduced us as a members of Dewi Sant Welsh United
Church. Margaret said she still regrets that she did not learn to speak Welsh.
How did this Welsh family arrive in Canada? Margaret’s mother, Lyn Carey Evans, travelled with
some schoolmates to Canada in August 1939 for a graduation present. Her grandfather (Lloyd
George) assured her that talk of war was exaggerated, but a month later, Neville Chamberlain
declared war against Germany and Lyn found herself stranded in Sault Ste. Marie. Family
friends came to the rescue, arranging for her to stay at the women’s residence at the University
of Toronto’s Trinity College. She married Canadian Robert MacMillan who become a professor
of medicine and co-founder of the world’s first coronary care unit at Toronto General Hospital.
They had five children, all of whom became accomplished professionals including Margaret and
Ann, a CBC bureau chief based in London, now retired but whom many of us will recall from
The National.
Lyn became an early environmental activist. Their farm was in the Oak Ridges Moraine, which
happened to be on the 8-per-cent of the moraine where development was allowed. So the
MacMillans decided to donate their land to the Nature Conservancy of Canada in 2003. At that
time the land, worth $12-million, was one of the largest conservation donations in Canadian
history. Through her activism and her generous donation of land on the Oak Ridges Moraine,
she helped create Ontario’s modern greenbelt. In 1990, the Niagara Escarpment was
recognized as a UNESCO World Biosphere reserve. Lyn died on Aug. 8, 2016 at her farm in
Vaughan. She was 94.
A tremendous Welsh-Canadian family.

WHAT DO YOU DO IF YOU ARE A SHEEPDOG WITH HIRAETH?
A homesick sheepdog made a remarkable 240-mile journey home to his birthplace in Wales
after escaping from his new home in England. Four-year-old working dog Pero is thought to
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have returned to the village of Penrhyncoch which is just north of Aberystwyth, by foot 12 days
after escaping from his new owners in Cockermouth in the Lake District. He turned up on the
doorstep of his original owners Alan and Shan James limping and a little thinner than before, but
in otherwise good condition.To achieve the feat Pero would have had to travel an incredible 20
miles a day, potentially navigating busy motorways including the M6 and M62. Animal behaviour
experts say it is not impossible that a dog could make such a perilous journey. Mrs. James said
it is a "mystery" how he found his way back home, after being sent to the new farm for a trial.
“He obviously wasn’t happy in his new home; the farmer said he could see he didn’t settle. He
was shy,” Mrs. James, 48 said. “He took him to gather some sheep and that was the last time
he saw Pero, he was going across the field and not thinking of turning back”. Dog behaviourist
Stan Rawlinson said working dogs especially tend to have a "natural compass" and sense of
spatial awareness. The couple are now appealing for anyone who may have seen Pero on route
between the Lake District and Wales to get in touch so they can piece together how he
managed to get home.
Editor, from The Telegraph, April 26.
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

ONTARIO WELSH FESTIVAL April 22-24
This was a truly fabulous weekend and the Festival President Donna Morris and her team are to
be congratulated. What follows is just a brief overview of some of the events. For more pictures
and information check the Ontario Welsh Festival website (www.ontariowelshfestival.ca/) which
has a link to their Facebook page (www.facebook.com/ontario.welsh.festival). If any readers
have their own description of the events or photos they would like to share please send to Y
Gadwyn.
NOSON LAWEN
The Noson Lawen was packed with entertainment of all kinds with many Ottawa area Welsh
(and non- Welsh participating. As you can see from the picture below the emcee, Myfanwy
Bajaj, started the evening but handed over the mike to the Three Tenors who then took turns
introducing the acts. The picture below that shows an Ottawa area recorder group. We had a
band of harpists when Mary Muckle and her students performed. And of course what would a
Nosen Lawen be without Merched Dewi under Betty Collingsworth’s direction. The choir was
joined by the Ottawa Welsh ladies choir and the picture shows only half the full group in full
song.
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One of the songs which the Merched Dewi sang was Mimosa (Mae’r awel yn ein harwain) which
tells of the departure of an intrepid group of Welsh folk from their beloved homeland of Wales
with poignant farewells to mom and dad and all that they hold dear in their country as they
venture across the vast expanse of ocean to their intended destination of Patagonia. The year,
2016, marked the sesquicentennial celebration of the voyage of the Mimosa and the
subsequent settlement of the hardy Welsh pioneers in that area. The words were written by a
prominent Welsh bard Tudur Dylan Jones and the music was composed by Robat Arwyn.
Robat Arwyn brought his choir to the Ontario Welsh Festival in Niagara Falls in April 2015 and
Merched Dewi performed one of his pieces, Atgof O’r Ser, then. Possibly as a result of their
brilliant rendition, Robat sent them the still unpublished Mimosa and they were the first in North
America to perform it in Ottawa at their St. David’s Luncheon in March and again in Ottawa at
the Noson Lawen. The words to the song will be featured in a future Gadwyn.
Editor
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AWR Y PLANT
It’s always a bit of touch and go as to whether we succeed in attracting enough children to hold
the annual Children’s Hour. We are totally dependent on parent/grandparents bring the children
to the Festival. We need not have worried this year as Mary Muckle, harp teacher in Ottawa,
brought several of her students to entertain us. Because the theme “harpist” presented itself, we
decided to present and act out the legend of Llyn Tegid (Bala Lake). There were three main
characters - the harpist, whom we named Osian, the evil king and the magical bird who warned
both the king and the harpist that revenge would come (dial a ddaw). Fortunately the bird saved
the harpist from the ensuing revenge - i.e. a flood. Thank you actors. Greatly appreciated.
In addition to being entertained by the Ottawa young harpists we were also delighted by Kyle
Cordys performance at the piano. Kyle is Betty Cullingworth’s nephew so music is in his DNA!
“Natur y cyw yn y cawl?” We are certain he has a very promising future. Let’s hope he doesn’t
allow his beloved ice-hockey to interfere with piano practice time!
Attending Awr y Plant for the first time were Megan William’s two young sons, Dafydd and
Dylan. Dafydd had an attack of nerves so was too shy to perform but luckily Dylan had no such
qualms and thrilled us with his version of “Jac y Do”. Haydn, grandson of Wendy Kearns, had
come prepared with a list of his best jokes/riddles which he’d been trying out on his
grandmother the entire drive from Burlington to Ottawa! Little Morgan Evans had an attack of
shyness too and had to have her mother sing along with her. Kyle closed this very enjoyable
morning with a dirty joke: A white horse rolled in the mud!! Time to call it a day, we decided.
Hefina Phillips
BANQUET AND THE GOLD AWARD 2016
The winner of the Gold Award, Roy Morris of Ottawa, needs no introduction to attendees of the
Ontario Welsh Festival. How many times have we enjoyed Roy's direction both "officially" and at
Afterglows (including at this OGGA)? Roy served on the Board of the Ontario Welsh Festival
(OGGA) for many years and was President from 1999-2000. Of course he was invited to
conduct the national in Cincinnati. Roy then served as president of that organization from 20062008. Roy has given his time and talents to promote Wales, the Welsh and our culture here in
North America. He is truly worthy of this great honour.

Alison Lawson presenting Roy Morris with the Gold Award.
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CONCERT
The Saturday evening concert featuring Côrdydd and the Three Welsh Tenors was a feast of
music! Many attendees felt this was the best concert performance ever given at the
Festival/OGGA. At least 800 people attended this, so the Welsh heritage was on display to
many “ordinary” Ottawans.
The choir sang some old, but mostly new pieces (at least new to the Editor). These were for
example O Magnum Mysterium by Morten Lauridsen, Spotless Rose by Paul Mealor, Water
Night by Eric Whitacre and the standout Gad i’r Ddaer Droi (Let the River Run) by Carly Simon.
The Three Welsh Tenors included Ave Maria, Largo al Factotum (Aled Hall solo), O Sole Mio,
Caruso, Bugail Aberdyfi (Rhys Meirion solo) and several hits from musicals. The two groups
performed together on Y Tangnefeddwyr and finished together with Dros Gymru’n Gwlad. If you
missed this concert you can hear some examples of both groups on their websites and also
their own reflections on the weekend - (www.cordydd.com and www.facebook.com/Tri-TenorCymru-The-Three-Welsh-Tenors) and on YouTube. The choir was so thrilled by the reaction of
the audience to their performance that they had to take a “selfie” which is shown below.

From the www.facebook.com/ontario.welsh.festival posted by Penri Williams of Cordydd “Cyngerdd
Ottawa 23 Ebrill 2016. Noson anhygoel yn ôl Huw - perfformiad perffaith a standing ovation efo dros
fil o bobol.”

The concert was further enhanced by being held in the Dominion Chalmers United Church, a
magnificent old church with excellent acoustics which makes it one of the most sought after
classical concert venues in Ottawa. The next picture was taken while the choir was practicing
and gives an idea of the size and style of the church. There is a fascinating history to this
building which is well described on their website - www.dc-church.org. The church was built in
1912 by a Presbyterian congregation for a total cost of $105,000. The architect was Mr. Alex
Hutchison of Montreal, who had designed several churches and other buildings in Montreal. He
described the new church thus: “The building is designed after the Romanesque Architecture of
Southern France adapted to modern requirements.” The Editor, and perhaps others, wondered
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during the Concert and the Gymanfa Ganu how all of those pews could have once been filled by
a congregation. In the history of the church one finds this sentence –
April 10, 1955 - Easter Sunday – A congregation of 1,700 had attended the Easter
Morning service in Chalmers United Church sanctuary and there were about 400 children
in the Sunday School Hall.
Imagine 1,700 members in 1955! What happened to those 400 children in Sunday school where are they now? The congregation of the church is now less than 100 and the church has
been converted for use as a concert venue. They are also considering building housing and
daycare facilities on their parking lot.

GYMANFA GANU
On Sunday, there were the usual two sessions of the Gymanfa Ganu with the conducting being
shared by the two conductors of Côrdydd, Huw Foulkes in the morning and Steffan Jones in the
afternoon. Alan Thomas was, as usual, working wonders on the organ. The ministers
participating included the Rev. James Murray of Dominion-Chalmers, Rev. Elwyn Hughes and
Rev. Anne Hepburn. During intervals both the choir and the tenors performed again to the
delight of the audience.

UPCOMING EVENTS
LUNCH BUNCH
The 2016 spring session of "Lunch Bunch" ends with the 7th June - Summer Celebration. This
will also be the end of the Lunch Bunch unless some special person/persons step forward.
Lynette and Gaynor are retiring after many years of leadership, lunches and laughs. I am sure
all those who have enjoyed the Lunch Bunch would like to thank both of them for the creativity
and love they poured into this programme.
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TORONTO WELSH MALE VOICE CHOIR PRESENTS
th

Our 20 anniversary Gala Performance featuring Shannon Mercer:
Ø Saturday May 14th @ 7:30 Pm
Ø Christ Church Deer Park
Ø Tickets $30 at the Door ($25 before May 10th)
For more information, please visit our website www.welshchoir.ca

ST. DAVID’S SOCIETY TORONTO
St. David’s Society’s will have a Patagonia evening at Dewi Sant United Church on May 28th
when Hefina Phillips will give a presentation on her memorable trip to Patagonia in the fall of
2015. Tickets are $ 20 and available from Meryl Davies ~ tel 416 483 3138.
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

DONATIONS TO Y GADWYN – DRAW FOR BARA BRITH
Thanks to Patricia Thomas for her donation. Please contact the Editor if you wish to receive Y
Gadwyn by email. Those who ask to be switched to email will have their names added to a
lucky draw on May 29. The winner (first name drawn) will get a Bara brith made by the Editor.
If you are outside of Toronto we will think up another prize!

CONTACT US
Anna Dunets, Editor. Email: adunetswills@gmail.com or 416-485-4074.
Please send in your contributions by May 31 which is the cut-off date for submissions to the
next issue.
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