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Croeso! - Welcome back! We are now in the first few days of Autumn and 

we have been blessed to have warm weather to enjoy as we collectively ease 
back into a rather more hectic schedule.  Children are back at school, parents are 

back at work, activities have resumed in all forms at church and in the wider world.  
 

We have already begun Bible discussion Group, the Lunch Bunch, the Annual Mission and 
Service BBQ, and of course, the monthly Sunday Evening Welsh services at Dewi Sant. 
Meetings have also resumed with the session meeting the 3rd Sunday of the month and the 

Official Board meeting the last weekend of alternate months. 
 

The summer has been quietly active at Dewi Sant however, with a new roof being installed and a 
NEW Audio-Visual system getting ready for its inaugural launch in November. It is all very exciting! 
Much appreciation is due to all the volunteers who have faithfully worked on implementing these 
changes for the good of the congregation and the building`s ongoing maintenance.  
     

God is with us in all we do at home, at work, in learning and at play. Let us continue to gather at Dewi 
Sant for worship and all that it means to be in community.  
Bendithion - Blessings!   

Rev.  Anne      
 
 

Thanksgiving Greetings from the Ministers Desk. 
 

As I write this, I am preparing to leave for my trip to Wales in less than 24 hours! 

When I return at Thanksgiving, I will have travelled around your home country with my husband, 
seeing scenery familiar to you and new to me! It is enormously meaningful to connect your stories 
and memories with the places and names of your past.  I am grateful for your encouragement and 
travel tips! I hope to hear some music, discover a chapel, eat some Welsh cakes and test some cider!  

Thanksgiving is a time of year to take stock of all that we have and all that we believe 
in. It spurs us on to appreciate the plenty in our lives.  At the same time, it is an 
opportunity to consider those whose needs are not being met. Many people choose 
to donate to food banks or other charities, in honour of those who are hungry or 
lonely.  A family feast of turkey and all the delicious dishes is not guaranteed to all. I 
hope you will remember those in need at this time of year, recalling that we, who are 
abundantly provided for, can share with those who are not.    

May God be with you in this time of harvest and may your gatherings bring joy to your family.  

Bendithion!  Rev Anne 
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My Journey to Ministry: After the MDiv. 

 

It’s hard to believe that four years have elapsed since I started my studies in Theology, yet here I am  
in 2014 with a Master of Divinity (MDiv).  I thoroughly enjoyed my courses and being part of the 
academic world, and made some great friends along the way.  This means I have completed the 
academic requirements for the ministry, which was Phase I.  Now I start Phase II. 
 
In order to qualify to be ordained, the United Church of Canada (UCC) requires all 
candidates for ordination to do an internship.  As an intern, one is under the 
supervision of an ordained minister and pretty much gets involved in all aspects of the 
church: planning and participating in worship services, pastoral work in the 
congregation, youth group, funerals, baptisms, communion, and fellowship.  Churches 
volunteer to supervise an intern and are matched with a suitable candidate. And an 
internship is a paid gig! 
 
I have been very fortunate to be matched with Westway United Church 
(www.westwayunitedchurch.org), about five minutes by car from where I live.  It is a well established 
church with a very friendly congregation.  This church community is diverse in its makeup, with many 
cultures and many age groups and many of the people are long-time members.  I had the chance to 
introduce myself unofficially in July, so have already met quite a few members. I will be at Westway 
from September to April and hopefully by the end of the internship, I will have a call to ministry set up. 
 
Also starting in September are the interviews for ordination.  My first one is booked for September 9th 
with Presbytery and is followed in November by my interview with Toronto Conference.  If I’m 
successful with the interviews, get a good review on my internship and am lucky enough to get a call, 
I’ll be able to be ordained by Toronto Conference at the end of May, 2015. 
 
I’ll keep you posted as to my progress, so stay tuned.  Of course, you are all invited to the Ordination 
ceremony. 
 
Blessings, 

Meriel  
 

 

 

Celebrations 

 

  Congratulations to Betty & Ross Cullingworth on the birth of their granddaughter 

Hunter Cynthia Cullingworth this summer. 

And to Lisa and Hugh, the proud parents! 

 
and 

 

Congratulations to Katherine Jenkins, who married Andrew Levitas recently.  

Katherine O B E is one of our Welsh treasures,  

now known throughout the world for her beautiful mezzo soprano voice. 
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Condolences 

 

To Joan Lloyd on the death of Anne Lloyd, her sister-in-law and sister of the  

late Bryn Lloyd. Anne died in Aberystwyth, Wales on September 9 at 97 years.   

Some may remember her playing the harp in Dewi Sant in 1975.   

 

To Brenda Arianrhod Davies, on the passing of her mother, Florence Sutton, on  

September 9. 

 

To Stephen and Cathy, Siobhan and Rhiannon Colleen Dunets; Mike Wills and Anna Dunets; 

and Olwen Dunets on the death of Nicholas on September 2. 

 

 
 
 

Newcomer’s Perspective of Cywrs Cymraeg by Anne Hepburn  Lefel 1Hywl! 
 

 This was my first experience at Cywrs Cymraeg and I have not only survived: I 
can highly recommend it! A year ago I knew nothing of the course. I had not yet 
started working at Dewi Sant, the only Welsh church in North America. But things 
were about to change... 
 
In Nov 2013, I started taking lessons with John Otley, Welsh tutor in Toronto at 

Eglwys Unedig Dewi Sant. I was preparing to get some phrases under my tongue for my first weeks 
which were busy as new jobs can be (even in a church). As the months went on I gathered phrases 
for Christmas and Easter and I began to understand some of what people were saying to me. I 
started to put some key Welsh words in the monthly web site message. Diolch, Da Iawn, Bore Da, 
Nos Da.I knew it was starting to make sense when I was able to reply to people with a phrase or two 
when they greeted me in Welsh. New experiences are exciting and I wanted to learn more.  
 
So, I packed, planned, paid and arrived at the beautiful Brock Campus on Sunday July 20th, ready to 
dive in! Each day offered something new to do. Each weekday, our schedule included small groups in 
which to learn and improve our Welsh, workshops, and special events each evening: mostly in Welsh, 
of course! The workshops included opportunities to practise pronunciation & reading, learn about the 
Breton language, and prepare for the annual newsletter and Eisteddfodd! The special events 
included: an afternoon at Niagara Falls and Niagara on the Lake, practising songs for the Noson 
Llawen; Welsh Folk Dancing; a quiz night; a film evening and an Eisteddfodd. All in all, time well 
spent!  
 
I suspect many of us will gather again next year to improve our Welsh language skills and continue 
our friendships. Diolch in Fawr to all the Tutors, organizers and board members of Cywrs Cymraeg!! 
 

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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Of Interest: 

 

I have just brought out an anthology of supernatural tales set in Wales that I thought your members 
might be interested in. The majority of the stories are set in towns and villages that lie 
on The Heart of Wales Railway Line as it runs from Swansea to Shrewsbury. One of 
the stories is called Myfanwy and I think you'll love it. This book was a labour of love 
for me as this was the part of Wales that I grew up in. Please feel free to check out 
my website: http://gwynethedwardsauthor.wordpress.com/ 
I will also give you the US Amazon link if you want to read 
more:          http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00HDEPX6M  
Please share these links with anyone you think might enjoy the stories and reading about this 
beautiful part of the world. 

Kind regards  Gwyneth Edwards 
 
     ~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~**~*~ 
 

'Over a thousand' dolphins sighted off Pembrokeshire 

A group of what is thought to be more than 1000 dolphins has been sighted off the Pembrokeshire 
coast.  The pod were spotted on Sunday by volunteers from Sea Trust, based in West Wales. 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
~ You are invited  ~ 

Toronto Welsh Male Voice Choir and Celtic Harpist Loril Shannik 

Saturday, October 25, 2014 

Church of St. Timothy, North Toronto, 100 Old Orchard Grove 
Tickets $25 in advance or $30 at the door 

For tickets: 416-485-5011 or grannieconcert@gmail.com,  
or www.ticketweb.ca (search Toronto welsh choir 
Proceeds will go to the Stephen Lewis Foundation ~  

Grandmothers for Grandmothers 
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 I guess all readers of Y Gadwyn regret the passing of what has turned out to 
 be a rather short summer.  A woman serving in a dress shop in Oakville 
commented to me a couple of weeks ago, “Isn’t it lovely to see the Fall clothes in the 

stores?”  I couldn’t have disagreed more as that meant that winter would soon be 
here! 

This has been a rather eventful summer- most of it very pleasant but there were 
the odd glitches that I could have done without. 
Have you ever parked illegally?  Even for two minutes?  Of course you have, 
 but I would strongly urge you NOT to do so in Mumbles.  I got lost.  

(Those of you who know me would shrug and comment, ‘So what’s new?’).  I 
actually am the queen of getting lost.  But to get lost in Mumbles?  There’s only the one road along 
Swansea Bay.  I spotted a parking lot opposite a police station, parked (yes, I admit, without putting 
coins in a meter) in order to run across to the police station for help.  I must have been away all of two 
minutes.  By the time I returned there was a very unpleasant, large man placing a ticket on my 
windshield.  I explained my predicament.  Tough cheese!  Those two minutes cost me £85.  Yes, 
pounds, not dollars.  My first day in the Mumbles!  Welcome to Wales.  Lesson:  if you park anywhere 
in the Mumbles, even for half a minute, please place some coins in the meter!   An expensive start to 
my vacation! 
 
The Eisteddfod in Llanelli was beyond wonderful.  The weather played its part and the daily drive 
along the coast to the Maes (the “field” where the Eisteddfod is held) was so amazing.  A big bonus 
was that I got to spend such enjoyable time with Robat Arwyn, director of Côr Rhuthun and a prolific 
composer.  We are so honoured to have him as our guest conductor at the 2015 Ontario Welsh 
Festival.  My current favourite song is his “Benedictus”, sung by Bryn Terfel and Rhys Meirion.  If you 
don’t have that CD (actually called “Benedictus”) I suggest you Google/ Youtube it.  Of course, if you 
ask me next week it could well be another of Robat Arwyn’s compositions that is my favourite! 
 
Another highlight of the summer was the annual North American Festival of Wales.  Can it really 
be a whole year since we hosted it here in Toronto?  Minneapolis was this year’s venue and even at 
the airport personnel were aware of the upcoming Welsh event.  The weekend’s programme was 
excellent and varied, and seminar and workshop presenters included Lord Dafydd Wigley and his 
wife Elinor Bennett.   Of course “singing” is what it’s all about and wherever two or three are 
gathered together a mini choir forms. 
 
“Only Men Aloud” thrilled us on Saturday evening.  Despite being fewer in number than normal 
visiting choirs, they were truly excellent and everyone left with a broad smile on their faces.  As for 
their director, Tim Rhys Evans, superlatives do not suffice. 
 
Meurwyn Walters was the guest conductor of Sunday’s cymanfaoedd canu.  There is only one word 
to describe him -“spectacular”.  An additional bonus was seeing his mother, Mair, at the Festival as 
well as his wife and children and also his sister, Gwenfair.  Meurwyn’s three children all speak Welsh, 
although they live in Massachusetts.  Quite an achievement! 
 
And now it’s back to work!  Committees and societies are re-forming and suddenly we are struck by 
the fact that “tempus is fugiting” (excuse the rotten Latin!)  Deadlines await us and must be met.   
 

Happy autumn to you all.                                    Hefina 

 
 
                                                        ~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~~~~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
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Letter from the Editor, (that’s me !!!) 
 

I have had quite a few queries regarding the “disappearance of Y Gadwyn in recent months. This 
cheered me up no end to hear that it had been missed! I did hear a few mutterings about the validity 
of this effort, but thank goodness those remarks are in the minority. 
Y Gadwyn was first published in 1963 which makes it  fifty one years old, and by now a tradition. 
At first it was strictly Dewi Sant news. As the years have gone by it has become a GTA, Welsh related 
news and views, keeping us in touch with as many church and Welsh activities as possible. I am 
always asking for articles etc. to keep Y Gadwyn interesting. 
I apologise for the long delay. I was the proud recipient of two titanium knees a few months ago ~ an 
experience that did not encourage very much activity on my part. 
Diolch yn fawr for the hospital  and rehab visits. It was all much appreciated. We most certainly are a 

caring family in Dewi Sant.                                         Myfanwy 

 
     ~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~ 
 

Thanks. . . 
 

The Dunets and Wills families would like to thank the Dewi Sant church community for their 
messages of sympathy, support and cards during the recent loss of Nicholas Dunets.  The visitation 
from Rev. Anne Hepburn was especially appreciated, as were the flowers from the Board of Session.  
The presence of so many Dewi Sant members at the funeral for Nicholas and the powerful words 
from our two past ministers, Rev. Cerwyn Davies and Rev. Elwyn Hughes, provided comfort during 
this difficult time. 
Diolch i chi am eich mynegiadau o gydymdeimlad. 
 

Stephen and Cathy, Siobhan and Rhiannon Colleen Dunets;  
Mike Wills and Anna Dunets ; Olwen Dunets 

 
 

 
Nicholas Dunets, 1994-2014 
Nicholas Dunets, the son of Stephen and Cathy Garside Dunets, brother to Siobhan and 
Rhiannon Colleen, grandson of Olwen Dunets and the late George Dunets, and the late 
Orris and Gwen Garsideand nephew of Anna Dunets and Mike Wills, left us on September 
2, 2014. Nicholas was a young man of many talents and interests, driven by a keen 
intellect and complemented by a drive to complete any task thoroughly and well, whether 
snow shovelling, computer programming, historical essays, Mandarin, business 
administration, washing dishes, or learning music. He was head of his students’ council at 
O'Neill Collegiate and Vocational Institute in 2011, and won a scholarship to the Schulich 
School of Business at York University. He was a joy to his parents and a big little brother 
and friend to his sisters. He was ours, and we are all grateful for the 20 years he spent 
with us. 
 
A reasoned argument explains little for having tried too much. Love, speaking in silence, is 
the way into the void of another’s grief. Grief will yield to peace in time. 

Excerpts                                                      Anna Dunets 
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DEWI SANT BAZAAR AND BAKE SALE 

 Saturday November 8th, 2014  

9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

 
We will have our usual tables:  Home baking / Jams /  Tea Room/ 

Welsh keepsakes/Raffle /Silent auction/Christmas items/Knitwear/Gently 
used goods /Children’s goods/Treasures/Women’s Accessories/White 
elephant 
 
We are in need of: 
 
• Volunteers to set-up and price the items on Friday Nov. 7 
 from 4 pm onwards. 
• Volunteers to sell on Saturday  
• Young, strong people to help with take down and loading on 
 the Saturday after the Bazaar.  
• Donations for the Silent Auction. Betty and Ross Cullingworth are 
 looking for donations of new and suitable items. 
• Donations for the Raffle.  Please contact Trisha Stevenson. 
• Donations for the Bake Table may be brought on Friday Nov 7 or early 
 Saturday morning.   Please contact Gaynor McConnell.  
   
Your donations for all the above tables will be gratefully received from 
Sunday October the 26th, onward. Tables will be provided in the Fellowship 
Hall for this purpose. Please watch for the signs. 
 
Please note that we are not accepting clothing this year. 

 
Sincere thanks, 
Arleigh Quesnelle 
Convener 
416-483-6870 
arleighquesnelle@sympatico.ca 
 
 

 



8 
 

Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Hear Ye, Hear Ye!     
Our next exciting venture will be a wonderful evening of Welsh music and 

literature on November 22.  Gaynor Jones-Low and Bob Missen will present  
an evening of readings and songs that they initially performed on  
St. Davids Day 2014. Again, this will be given at no cost to us to assist us in raising  
  funds to improve and upgrade our audio visual  system.  Tickets will be the  
   same reasonable price as the concert: $20.00 per person. Please put  
   this date in your calendars and plan to attend with friends, neighbours 
   and family.  It is a great (early) Christmas gift!   
 
 

 

 
Rescheduled! On Saturday, October 25, 11 am – 1 pm, 

the St. David’s Society of Toronto presents 
The Mabinogion as told by master storyteller, Hugh Cotton 

at Dewi Sant Welsh United Church. 
Tickets:  $15 for adults and youth, including a light lunch. 

For reservations call: 416-483-5664 or email: plloydjones@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

Dewi Sant Welsh United Church - “Lunch Bunch”, Fall 2014 

 

Nov. 4th 2014, 11 a.m. –  
“Wen-Do” for the ladies (women’s self-defense).   

Cards/board games for the gentlemen.  
Soup provided - $2. 

Bring your own sandwich. 
 

  Dec. 2nd 2014, 11 a.m. –  
“Pre-Christmas Celebration”  

to include a buffet lunch. 

Tickets in advance: $7.50 each 
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Rev. Anne on holiday inRev. Anne on holiday inRev. Anne on holiday inRev. Anne on holiday in    Wales ~ Sept. 26 Wales ~ Sept. 26 Wales ~ Sept. 26 Wales ~ Sept. 26 ––––    Oct. 10Oct. 10Oct. 10Oct. 10    
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OCTOBER 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 
 

 1 

 
7 pm  TWMVC 

2 3 4 

 
2 pm Hope Church 

5  Pentecost  
World Communion 

Sunday 

Rev. Rob Metcalfe 

11 am Communion 
2 pm Hope Church 
7 pm Welsh Service 

6 7 
10 am Bible Study 
11 am Lunch Bunch 
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7 pm  TWMVC 

9 10 11 

 
2 pm Hope Church 

12 Pentecost  

 
11 am Worship 
2 pm Hope Church 

13 

THANKSGIVING 

DAY 
 

14 

 
10 am Bible Study 

 

15 
 

7 pm  TWMVC 

16 17 

 
7 pm Welsh Class 

 

18 

 
9 am Welsh Class 
2 pm Hope Church 

19 Pentecost 1 
 

11 am Worship 
Congregational 

Lunch 
2 pm Hope Church 

20 

 

21 

 
10 am Bible Study 

 

22 
 

7 pm  TWMVC 

23 24 

 
7 pm Welsh Class 

 

25 
9 am Welsh Class 
2 pm Hope Church 

The Mabinogion 

11am – 1 pm 

26 Pentecost  
Rev. Rob Metcalfe 

 

11 am Worship 
2 pm Hope Church 

27 28 

 
10 am Bible Study 

 

29 
 

7 pm  TWMVC 

30 31 

`  
 

 


